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MISSOULA, Mont., U.S.A.-Robert R. Brock, assistant professor of foreign languages at the University of Montana
in Missoula, soon will receive a medal signifying that he has been named to the rank of
"Chevalier of the Academic Palms," a rank bestowed upon him Feb. 4, 1977, in France for his
contributions as a teacher to contemporary French culture.
Presentation of the medal is tentatively scheduled for July 28 in Missoula, with the
exact time and location to be announced.

The presentation ceremony will be open to all

interested persons.
Pierre Jarlaud, professor of viticulture at the Lycee Agricole et Viticole in Beaune,
France, who will teach a course entitled "Regional and National Politics in France"
July 18-29 at UM, will present the medal to Brock.
According to Brock, only four other persons in the Pacific Northwest have been named
to the rank of "Chevalier of the Academic Palms," including Dr. Robert M• Burgess, Missoula,
professor emeritus of foreign languages at UM and former head of the UM Department

of

Foreign Languages.
"Cheval1er... is the official title bestowed by the French government on those demonstrating
excellence in the knowledge of the French language and civilization.
Brock, a native of Clatskanie, Ore., has taught at UM since September 1961.

He is

credited with developing the UM "llurgundy Program," in which different groups of a dozen or
more University students since 1973 have lived with French families and have studied and
worked in the Burgundy area in France for several months • .
"Under the overseas program, UM students work in vineyards and related facilities for
wine-making families and participate in two months of intensive practical French on the
spoken level," Brock said.
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Before corning to UM, Brock was a teaching assistant for two years at the University of
Washington, Seattle.

He also studied at the Sorbonne in Paris, where he was awarded three

diplomas--one in French civilization and another in the French language, both in 1957, and
the last in French phonetics in 1959.
Brock later did graduate work at the Sorbonne and at the University of Washington.
The Lycee Agricole et Viticole in Beaune, where Jarlaud teaches, is a technical school
specializing in agriculture and growing grapes for wine.
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